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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE F.C.T. 

IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION 

HOLDEN AT ZUBA, ABUJA 

ON THURSDAY THE 26TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2023 

BEFORE HIS LORDSHIP:  HON. JUSTICE K. N. OGBONNAYA 
JUDGE��

        SUIT NO.: FCT/HC/CR/1002/2020 

BETWEEN: 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA --- COMPLAINANT 

 AND  

FALOKUN ENIOLA    ---  DEFENDANT 

       

BENCH JUDGMENT 

In this criminal matter, the Defendant was initially 
charged for 2 Count Charge which bothers on obtaining 
money by false pretence. She was charged for obtaining 
the sum of One Million Naira (N1, 000,000.00) from one 
Irene Ibok through her UBA Account. That was an 
offence contrary to S. 1 (1)a of the Advance Fee Fraud 
and other Fraud Related Offences Act 2006. The offence 
is punishable under S. 1 (3) of the same Act. 

She was also charged with intent to defraud and 
obtained the sum of Six Million, Two Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Naira (N6, 250,000.00) from the same Irene 
Ibok and the money was paid into the First City 
Monument Bank (FCMB) Account belonging to one John 
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Olugbemi Olusegun. All was for the purported purchase 
of cars auctioned by the Nigeria Customs Service. 

She was arraigned. She took a plea of Not Guilty. But 
before the matter went into trial, the parties notified the 
Court that she had refunded all the sum of money 
fraudulently collected. Besides, the Nominal 
Complainant had also written to Court and Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) that she is 
withdrawing the charge against the Defendant. The 
parties went into Plea Bargain. 

As it is provided under S. 271 – 278 of the ACJA once 
parties in a criminal matter decides to settle their 
dispute out of Court, they have a right to go into Plea 
Bargain Agreement provided that the Defendant had not 
opened her Defence before the Plea Bargain Agreement 
is entered. Again, once parties had done that, the 
Prosecution must amend the Charge because the 
Defendant will then be charged with a lesser offence. 
This practice of Plea Bargain had since the advent of the 
ACJA 2015 become part of our criminal jurisprudence. 

Today the Prosecution Counsel had informed the Court 
that parties in this Suit had entered into Plea Bargain. 
The Court had read the amended Charge and the 
Defendant had taken plea of GUILTY. 

It is imperative to state that once a plea of guilty is 
entered into, there will be no trial because the Court will 
immediately convict the Defendant. After conviction, the 
Defendant becomes a Convict. Again, since there is Plea 
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The Court having read out the Plea Bargain Agreement 
hereby Order you Falokun Eniola to pay the sum of Two 
Hundred Thousand Naira (N200, 000.00) in lieu of 
sentence. 
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_______________________ 

    K.N. OGBONNAYA 

HON. JUDGE��


