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There is a popular expression we often use from one of the famous 

works of Shakespeare “A Daniel come to judgment! yea, a Daniel!” 

{William Shakespeare, the Merchant of Venice, 1596, Act IV 

Scene 1,}. Not too many of us seem to know its origin.  The story is 

that King Belshazzar of Babylon was confronted with a difficult case of 

what can today be described as one of statutory interpretation. The 

wisest of the land were unable to help him out of his quagmire and he 

continued in that state of confusion until he was advised to send for 

Daniel. Then Daniel came.  Are you Daniel . . .?” asked the King “I 

have heard that you have the Spirit of God within you and that you 

are filled with insight, understanding, and wisdom . . . I am told that 

you can give interpretations and solve difficult problems; and off 

course, Daniel resolved his riddle and so the origin of the expression 

“A Daniel come to judgment.” 

My Lord JusticeI.M. Bukarperfectly fits that description of Daniel 

above and I can indeed refer to him as a judicial Daniel. Today as we 

gather, we are not celebrating the end of an era. No. far from that, 

we are celebrating a remarkable career as one of the brightest stars in 

our nation’s judicial firmament. My Lord, your judicial dexterity, 

humility, pious modesty and above all honesty all worked in unison to 

shoot you to the top of your career and today you are retiring as the 

Chief Judge of the FCT after about 23 years of dedicated and selfless 

service to the judiciary. This feat was achieved not by magic but by 
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strength of purpose,amiable demeanour and poise of character. When 

we add wisdom and intellectual insightfulness into this mix, then we 

are not surprised that today we stand to honor a truly honorable man.  

Recall My Lord,when you took your oath of office, youpledged to 

dispense justice without fear or favour, affection or ill will. You set 

yourself a challenge on that occasion.I am confident that I reflect the 

views of all here and those of the wider legal community when I say 

that you have met that challenge and overcome it – that you have 

fulfilled your commitment to the people of this country. My Lord has 

been the one conspicuous constant in an evolving legal landscape 

over the better part of a generation.As head of the FCT judiciary, you 

have worked collaboratively with divers government and private 

institutions and effectively so. That capacity to work with persons of 

all persuasions – the wit and character to maintain a professional 

dialogue even at times of some tension – has greatly enhanced the 

standing of this Court.You were and remain an asset to the judiciary. I 

have seen at first hand these last one year plus, the burdens that you 

have borne. My Lord, you have come, you have seen and you have 

conquered, we can confirm that you are bowing out with your head 

held high, with a good name – A good name which they say is better 

than even great riches.  The institution you leave has been 

transformed by your quietleadership, impressive intellect and personal 

energy. 
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We are here to say an official and very public farewell to you. And as I 

speak, I speak the minds of the Judges and staff of the High Court of 

the FCT to say you are one of the greatest this court ever produced 

and its history cannot be complete without you. This is but one of 

many farewells you will receive, but, in the presenceof this glittering 

array of distinguished witnesses, it is perhaps the most important. 

Everyone here and many beyond would enthusiastically attest to you 

as a world-class jurist, with a clear and principled judicial philosophy 

and an unmatched grasp of the foundational principles that underlie 

the law. We know you have a  peerless love and devotion to the law 

and If law is the foundation of society, and judges are its servants, 

then we know that Hon. Justice I.M. Bukar is among its most ardent 

and loyal servants, passionately committed to doing justice in 

accordance with the law and seeking, to always get it right. I know 

that history will vindicate these assessments; but more than that, with 

the benefit of time, I believe history will put you in the class of the 

greatest this country has ever produced. And in time, we will each 

fully realise just how privileged we have been to have shared at least 

some part of life with you.  

That life has been one characterized by service which commenced in 

the classroom as a teacher. My Lord later joined the Sharia Court of 

Appeal in Borno State and from there, he moved to the state’s 

Ministry of Justice were he had a stint as both State Counsel and 

Senior State Counsel. The Borno State Judiciary became a beneficiary 
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of His Lordship’ssagacity when he was employed as a Magistrate 

Grade 1. Working his way through all cadres, he got to the pinnacle of 

the court’s administrative structure when he assumed the position of 

Chief Registrar; a post he held until he was appointed a Judge of this 

court in 1992. My Lord achieved yet another zenith as he became  

Chief Judge of this court in 2013. In the middle of all these, My Lord 

has served on various committees, commissions and tribunals too 

numerous to mention. I can only add that in none of these did he 

exhibit anything less than a sterling performance. 

 

I have no doubt that to achieve this level of success,certain aspects of 

your life must have suffered some inconveniences and so, it is also 

appropriate to pay tribute to My Lord’s closest, most loyal and 

charming fans-His family. You have all offered the much needed 

balance and family respite from the pressures and strains of high 

office for so many years and it is wonderful to see you all here today 

on this very happy occasion – positive proof of your view of the 

critical importance of family in public life. For the support you 

provided to My Lord, this country owes you too, a depth of gratitude.  

 

On behalf myself, my brother Judges and the entire management and 

staff of the High Court of the FCT I sincerely thank you for the 

courtesy and respect you have always shown us and say that the 

courtesy and respect we have shown you has been richly deserved. 
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We know you will continue to serve with characteristic distinction, 

humility and affection when called upon in other capacities and wejoin 

our hearts to wish you and your entire familya long, happy and 

fulfilling life beyond the bench. 

May it please the Court. 

 

 

Hon. Justice I. U. Bello 
High court of the FCT 

 

 


