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ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF JUDGE  OF THE FEDERAL 

CAPITAL TERRITORY(FCT)  AND CHAIRMAN FCT 

JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMITTEE  HON. JUSTICE 

I.U.BELLO  DELIVERED AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF 

THE 2017/2018 LEGAL YEAR HELD ON THE 

30thOCTOBER 2017 

 

INTRODUCTION  

I am deeply honoured and sincerely humbled once again to 

ADDRESS you as it is customary at the beginning of the legal 

year. As usual, it is an opportunity for a deep reflection on the 

activities of the court over the previous year, and also, an 

auspicious moment to share with you our plans for 

acceleration along our determined andmotivated pathway, to 

deliver justice in an enhanced, confident and assured manner. 

Hopefully with some consistence, we will redefine the context 
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of this narrative and attain equal access to justice for all and 

sundry. 

In the meantime, join meto thank almighty Allah for sparing 

our lives to see this day. I recall that around this time last 

year we gathered to formally usher in the 2016/2017 Legal 

Year. It is by His grace and the abundanceof divine mercies 

that we gather again to forge into the 2017/2018 Legal Year. 

In keeping with our tradition, and in the spirit of the ongoing 

conversation, it is my pleasure to detailour vision and the 

strategic focus of the FCT judiciary for the coming year. I will 

also at some point dwell onour statistics of cases, as data is 

becoming very important in the evaluation of our 

performance. As we have come to realise, we must do more 

to improve on our use of data especially in the context of 

prevailingrealities where assumptions can no longer suffice to 
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address the needs of our justice system,or the maximum 

utilization of existing infrastructure and resources.  

The past year represents the end of a chapter in our judicial 

history and on the other hand, this occasion signals the 

beginning of a new chapter in our continuing journey to 

greatness in the administration of justice.I enjoin you all to   

appreciate the changes that will inevitably ensue, and the  

challenges that might  follow, but be assured that the 

Judiciary will remain a rampart of strength, as we vow to 

continue to protect, preserve and strengthen the Rule of Law 

at all times.   

As before, we are doing those little things which we believe 

can foster change but before going into that,permit me to 

repeat some of the things we have always said in the past. 

These issues are so important that we must continue to 
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hammer on them until we reach a tipping point. My Lords, 

invited guests , ladies and gentlemen,  we must all join hands 

in making Nigeria an  attractive place both for investors and 

those who visit for leisure. This huge task does not lie on any 

particular arm of government. It is a burden on all including 

the judiciary. Beyond rhetorics, we are committed to do all 

that it takes to enhance the confidence, competence and 

independence of the Judiciary for these are fundamental 

imperatives that can drive positive change around the   

administration of justice. On behalf of my brothers, I restate 

our commitment notto toy with our duties. We appreciate that 

our daily activities in court is what provides a safeguard for  

the principle of legality  and the protection of human rights by 

our insistence on applying the law in all matters purely  within 

the sphere and competence of law . In this year, we pledge 

to broadly use the instrumentality of law to ensure that 
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justice is dispensedconsistent with international best practices 

andin accordance with known and established standards.In 

this wise, we are prepared to frontally deal with factors 

militating against the smooth administration of justice such as 

lack of preparedness, or any other source of inefficiency that 

prevents cases from proceedingtimeously.   

 

MAJOR AREAS OF FOCUS  

I cannot assure you that the path which lies before us in this 

new legal year will be an easy one, but as they say, “many 

hands make light work”; only this time I will say “many good 

hands”. The task ahead is one which will require all our skills 

if we are to traverse it successfully.  It will require everyone 

involved in the administration of justiceto re-examine the way 
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we conduct our affairs with a determination to make this year 

a better and more productive one.  

Presently, I will focus on some of the major areas we have 

touched in the last one year before I dwell on our plans for 

the times ahead.  The modest progress we have made was 

propelled by the understanding that as we prepare to assume 

a place of pride,  we are compelled to  ensure that our values 

and core processes are fine-tuned to ensure greater efficiency 

and value for everyNaira that is paid for services rendered. 

We are equally determined to ensure that every client who 

walks in through our doors gets access to fast and efficient 

service that is above board. This ultimately we hope, will 

reduce litigation time and the stress often associated with the 

process.    
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We cannot at this time in our history compromise the 

essential constitutional principles uponwhich we thrive. The 

duties of the court as enshrined in Chapter 6 of the 

Constitution 1999(as amended) are forever alive and we shall 

continue to take a critical look at that constitutional mandate 

and do all that is necessary for the wheels of justice to grind 

ceaselessly.  

In the course of the 2016/2017 legal Year, among other 

reforms, I signed into effect,ThePractice Direction on the 

Implementation of the Administration of Criminal 

Justice Act 2015. This practice direction is expected to 

bring more discipline to the criminal trial process.The 

overriding objective of the direction is to ensure compliance 

with the Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015 by 

ensuring efficiency and speed in the case management of 

criminal trials , protecting the interest and fundamental 
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human rights of defendants, victims , witnesses and society  

particularly the right to fair hearing and ensuring  active 

participation of all parties so that focus and attention will be 

shifted to  matters that are genuinely in issue for trial 

thereby, reducing delays and minimizing expense . 

ThisPractice Direction is particularly instructive in the face of 

the various allegations made against the judiciary as being 

the primary cause of delays. Ofparticularinterest is Order 13 

thereof, which makes provision for “De-clogging” panels. The 

panels which will includeJudges and Magistrates will be set up 

to review and reduce the backlog of cases in the courts’ 

docket. Hopefully within this legal year we will see the setting 

up of the first of these panels.  

As a forerunner, I have already designated the Court in 

Kujeas a full criminal trial division.  Drawing extensively on 



9 
 

the advantage of its proximity to the KujePrison, our plan is to 

commence the trial of new criminal cases there. One of the 

most daunting challenges of the prison authorities is the 

movement of inmates andthis moveis aimed at making such 

movements easier for the authorities.  

Gladly, the new High Court building situated in Jikwoyiwhich 

was 70% completed last year has been completed with a 

capacity for 4 court rooms and adjoining offices for support 

staff. Going by our projections, with effective and judicious 

time management, the complex though housing four 

courtrooms will habour more than four judges.As it is the 

practice in other jurisdictions where best practices exist, 

Judges do not have court rooms to themselves. Consequently, 

with effective casemanagement and appropriate time 

scheduling, it is possible for more judges to operate using 

fewer court rooms. This in addition to other obvious 
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advantages will also save us enormous cost incurred in the 

maintenanceof courtrooms.  

Not too long ago, I set up a committee to work on the draft 

of a Manual of Best Practices for Complex Financial Crimes 

Cases. By this, we have been able to come up with a Bench 

Book detailing best practices for adoption in the handling of 

complex financial crimes cases. This book which is the first of 

its kind in West Africa deals with such issues as conflict of 

interest, arraignment and trial. It will also ensure speedy trials 

and properly define the role of the court in plea bargain and 

case management.  

Also, it was realized that newly appointed judges and others 

presiding over courts will benefit immensely from the 

institutional knowledge of more senior colleagues. The Bench 

Book on best practices of the FCT High Court 
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therefore,captures in a nutshell, problems that can arise 

during trials and the management of such challenges. It has 

been drafted in the form of a living document and as such, a 

standing committee has been constituted to ensure it is 

constantly reviewed and updated. I remain grateful to all 

those that contributed to this beautiful work that will be 

presented by December this year. 

During my speech last year, I indicated how we had managed 

to commission two judicial divisions in Gwagwalada and Bwari 

and postulated on our vision of opening another division in 

the Nyanya/ karu axis. I am happy to inform you that, as part 

of our promises kept, another judicial division has been 

commissioned in that axis which will eventually host another 

criminal trial division to cater for the inmates from the Keffi 

Prison.The court complex in Jikwoyi will also form part of that 

division. 
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We have also declared the two courts at Guduas commercial 

courts, this is because we aremindful of the rapid and 

exponential expansion of trade, commerce and information 

technology in the FCT, we intend to carve out a commercial 

division which will be complete with competent and dedicated 

support staff, and other structuresdistinctively designed to 

meet the needs and demands made upon the court within the 

emerging landscape. This division will have the capacity to 

deal with complex commercial disputes with efficiency, speed, 

transparency and utmost professionalism.The development of 

this commercial division is a worthwhile objective for our 

jurisdiction and we are minded that our desired reputation 

can only be attained if we try new things and thread 

uncharted territory. The commercial court is strategically 

located proximate to the Abuja Multi-Door Courthouse for 

dispute resolution in the FCT. The rationale is to ensure that 
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parties to complex commercial disputes are given greater say 

in the resolution of such disputes within the AMDC. Plans are 

in the pipeline to open up our ADR facilities to encourage 

more private participation at the Multi-Door Courthouse and 

we will soon upgrade the facilities at the center to carter for 

the teeming needs.This is a measure that has capacity to take 

the frontiers of justice beyond mere access to the court and 

paraphernalia of the justice system. May I encourage all of us 

that the emerging reality is that ADR is not an abhorrence to 

the court but rather a friendly supplement that holds great 

potentials. Though the returns from the AMDC are not 

reflective of our high expectations, we are not unmindful of 

some of the challenges that constitute impediments to the 

attainment of the expected goals, and steps are being put in 

place to address same for a better tomorrow as far as dispute 

resolution though ADR is concerned.  
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Besides this,our revised civil procedure rules will be signed 

today. The rules are reformed to accommodate the use and 

deployment of ICT, discourage unnecessary and unwarranted 

adjournments, reduce delays in the trial process, introduce 

cost consequences for failing to act timeously and expand 

further access to ADR. Full Implementation is now carded for 

the beginning of 2018 with the expectation that aggressive 

case management will lead to greater trial efficiency.  

Stringent timelines for all parties supported by appropriate 

sanctions for breach of those timelines will work as a 

management tool. 

The Rule makes provision for the holding of a “SETTLEMENT 

WEEK”. During this week, suits, that could be resolved 

through ADR, are so classified and determined accordingly 
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using any of the “Doors” available at the Multi-Door 

Courthouse.  

TRAINING AND PERSONNEL DEVELOPMENT 

In these times, it is imperative to recognize that learning and 

development are important to organizations that desire 

growthand expertise.  The ongoing acquisition of knowledge 

of current trends and development becomes inevitable and 

that is why we have had numerous training and development 

activities in the 2016/2017 legal year. We have trained Judges 

and other cadre of staff locally and internationally in various 

fields that impact their professional knowledge and capacities. 

Recognizing that motivated and competent staffare themajor 

capital of any enterprise,we will continue to engage in 

training and retraining, to increase efficiency, satisfaction, and 

loyalty. 
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VISIT TO PRISONS  

As in the past, I paid visits to the Nigeria Prison Service 

facilities in Keffi, Kuje ,Suleja and for the first time, the prison 

farm in Dokpa, Gwagwalada. As usual, in the course of the 

visit, I had reason to act under my powers in the 

Administration of Justice (Release from Custody) Special 

Provisions Act. As before, we were again confronted with the 

plight of inmates. As a stop-gap measure, I have again 

advised my brothers andMagistrates as well as Area Court 

Judges exercising criminal jurisdiction to be more liberal in 

their grant of bail and to ensure the proper endorsement of 

all warrants under which accused persons are remanded to 

reflect the true nature of the charge and the state of 

proceedings. I was happy with the activities going on at the 

Prison farm in Dopka. It is an expression of the importance of 



17 
 

having our Prisons modeled to reflect best practices so that 

inmates are engaged in a number of meaningful trades and 

activities which can generate substantial income to the 

service. May I therefore call on government to continue to 

support the Prison Serviceso that inmates who are eventually 

released become useful to themselves and society as a whole. 

Looking forward, we cannot underestimate the place of our 

children in the scheme of justice. I note with dismay that 

there is no borstal institution within the FCT to cater for their 

special penitentiary needs. There is therefore an urgent need 

to have one established as the unique needs of children and 

young persons who come into confrontation with the law are 

distinctively different from that of adults.It seems that our 

legal system was never designed for and consistently has 

failed to address the particular challenges and needs of a 
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most vulnerable sector of our society and I therefore restate 

my call for the establishment of a borstal home within this 

jurisdiction by the executive, indeed, a standard Rehabilitation 

Center of the Federal Capital Territory is apt and of urgency. 

RETURN OF CASES 

      

 Cases 

Filed 

2016/2017 

Cases 

Brought 

Forward 

2015/2016 

Total Cases 

Disposed 

Cases 

Pending 

High 

Court 

9,025 12,739 21,764 8,969 12,795 

Magistrate 

Court 

7,631 9,252 16,883 7,610 9,273 

AMDC 44 20 64 19 45 
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At this juncture I will now address the output of our courts in 

the 2016/2017 legal year. Though not intending to trouble 

you with too many numbers, it is essential that once a while 

we monitor our performance by numbers and data. Data 

analysis is increasingly being recognized as an essential 

element in maintaining the health of the justice system. Data 

helps us to be alert to emerging trends in the polity, 

challenges with increased dockets, the rate of our disposal, 

causes of low disposal rates, factors affecting or supporting 

increased disposal etc.  Having said that, returns from the 

High Court indicate that 9,025 fresh cases were filed   while a 

total of 8,969 were disposed. The High Court however had to 

deal with a total of 21,764 cases with 12,739 of that number 
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representing cases brought forward from the 2015/2016 legal 

year. As for the Magistrate Courts, 7,631 new cases were 

recorded while 9,252 were brought forward from the 

2015/2016 legal year. Out of the total 7,610 were disposed 

leaving a balance of 9,273 cases.  

In all, I must acknowledge the exceptional effort put in by all 

of you who have had the privileged of sitting over cases that 

came up during the year. The indications are that the courts 

completed almost an equal of the number of cases that were 

received. This suggests that much work was done in the 

course of the year but again, it is also a pointer that much 

work still needs to be done so we can maintain the tempo 

and eat deeply into our backlogs in the years ahead. I am 

also aware that the number of pending cases or backlog 

consists of fresh matters which mean we are gradually 

dealing with the older cases. This year should present itself as 
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one in which we will continue to creditably discharge our 

duties with dedication and a determination to do our best at 

all times. I am pleased with the performance of our courts 

and I extend my congratulations for another successful year. 

Without any additional manpower or drastic improvement in 

your conditions of service, so much has been achieved.  

 

JUDGES, KHADIS AND JUDGES OF THE CUSTOMARY COURT 

OF APPEAL  

My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, there is so much on my 

mind that I would like to say but I will not take your patience 

for granted.However, I cannot leave withoutsome expressions 

of gratitude and the first must go to my Brother Judgesof the 

High Court, Customary Court of Appeal and Khadis of the 

Sharia Court of Appeal.  
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I have always maintained that on my own I can do nothing. 

The successes recorded so far are the culmination of 

ourcollective efforts. I sincerelyappreciate your efforts, work 

and advice to me in the past year. Thank you all for making 

my job as Chief Judge easier and worthwhile and also for 

making our system more open and transparent. The real 

strength of the court lies in our bond of brotherhood and the 

respect our Rulings andJudgments command. 

Sir Gerard Brennan once stated that in order to maintain the 

rule of law the judiciary must meet four requirements i.e., it 

must be and be seen to be impartial and independent, 

competent and knowledgeable of the law and its purpose, 

Thirdly, it must have the confidence of the people and finally, 

it must be reasonably accessible to those who have a genuine 

need for its remedies.Having laid this background, I 
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encourage Your Lordshipsto continue to do what is necessary 

to maintain thesefour requirements andto enforce respect for 

the court, more particularly by your conducts in and out of 

the court and continued faith in the law by dispensing justice 

fairly, impartially, honestly and conscientiously. 

It is upon your trust , confidence and hard work that the 

Judiciary will continue to maintain and uphold its integrity, 

independence and well-being, factors which are all crucial to 

the rule of law and indeed the survival of our society. 

Equally on this note, we express our sincere appreciation to 

His Excellency Mr. President who has directed the Attorney 

General and Minister of Justice to make contact with the 

Revenue Mobilization Allocation and Fiscal Commission for 

improved pay package for Judges and Khadis.     
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I must also acknowledge the co-operation and commitment 

shown by the Hon. Grand Khadi, the President of the 

Customary Court of Appeal and the entire members of the 

FCT JSC for the time we shared and your contribution to the 

efficient running of the judiciary. I could not have achieved 

my aspirations without such unwavering support, and I am 

verygrateful. 

 

MAGISTRACY  

Another very valuable chain in the link of Justice is the 

Magistracy. As the returns show, you have considerably 

played your part in our work flow and your output is quite 

commendable. We are committed to your welfare and I am 

happy to note that a plan for an enhanced salary package is 

almost at fruition.  Extensive work has been done by the Hon. 



25 
 

Attorney General of the Federation in close consultation with 

the Income Salaries and Wages Commission and the end 

product is already in sight. 

I would also at this point wish to recognize and appreciate the 

Chief Registrar, Secretary of the JSC, Deputy Chief Registrars, 

and other members of staff of thisCourt for your effortsboth 

at ensuring the success of today’s event and also for your 

continued studious attention paid to the cause of justice.  You 

have all played a significant role in the efficient working ofthe 

judicial system and without you the wheels of justice would 

have grinded to a halt. As we enter a new year, have it at the 

back of your minds that  your continued stride towards 

excellence in service plays an integral part in the Court’s 

overall success story. Worthy of mention too is the 

performance of our sports team at this year’s National 



26 
 

Judiciary Games Competition (CJN’S Cup). Our sports men 

and women came back with 5 gold, 7 silver and 8 bronze 

medals; an indeed outstanding performance. 

BAR/BENCH 

Our interaction with the Bar has been one of mutual respect 

and admiration. As our most critical stakeholder we 

appreciate your candor, sincerity and understanding. We are 

willing to continue along this path recognizing that the 

judiciary of our dream can only be built if we get your 

maximum and unalloyed support. Gentlemen, together we will 

build a judiciary that radiates the pivotal pillars of justice and 

I pledge on behalf of the Judiciary of the FCT to spare 

nothing in ensuring that all the branches of the Bar in Abuja 

continue on the path of sustained growth.  It is with much 

pleasure that I congratulate those members of the Bar who 
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have recently been appointed as Senior Advocates of Nigeria.  

I take this opportunity to publicly congratulate you on the 

well-deserved elevation to this distinguished rank. The 

responsibility before you now is even more than before.  I 

enjoin you therefore to do all that is necessary to maintain 

and promote the honour and dignity of this profession and 

also to mentor and encourage those coming behind you.  

Regrettably, anytime there is some form of crises within the 

BAR at the National or Branch level, this affects our meeting 

for the Bar/Bench forum as we try to stay clear away from 

the politics of opposing or disputing camps.   
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PETITIONS AND APPLICATIONS FOR TRANSFER 

As part of the measures we are introducing to engender 

further transparency and to enhance the integrity of our 

system, effective from today, all petitions and applications for 

transfers must be accompanied by an affidavit verifying the 

facts and allegations contained therein and also, it must be 

served on all parties concerned. This measure is to further 

ensure that in the determination of such complaints, the 

interest of everyone concerned is adequately taken into 

consideration. 

 

APPRECIATIONS  

I would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere 

appreciation and gratitude to the Presidency through the 
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office of the Rule of Law Advisor in the Vice President’s office 

for the immense support, cooperation and understanding in 

our efforts towards the attainment of excellence through 

reform initiatives. We look forward to greater partnering in 

this new legal year.   

We also look forward to working harmoniously with other 

arms of government like we have in the past. Our 

appreciation therefore goes out to the two chambers of the 

National Assembly with whom we have had very 

fruitfulengagements in the course of the year. We are 

appreciative of the concern and spirited efforts shown in the 

handling of our budgetary projections.  

Special thanks also go out to the Honourable 

AttorneyGeneral/ Minister of Justice and the officers of his 

Chambers for their continuous support and co-operation, not 
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forgetting the Nigeria Police, the Nigeria Prison Service and 

the Director General and staff of the Legal Aid Council who 

played a very active part during my prison visit. Other 

agencies we worked with in the course of the year include the 

Legal Partners West Africa, PRAWA and the Munk School of 

Global Affairs in Canada and other NGOs. Their very strategic 

interventions in various aspects of our work have done a lot 

to move us forward from where we previously were. I must 

however specially mention the interventions by way of 

payment of fines of inmates by such NGOs including the DG 

of the Legal Aid apart from sparing time to accompany me on 

prison visits. We are highly appreciative. 

As always, we must thank the An-nurMosque, Wuseand the 

Saint Mathew’s Anglican Church,Maitamafor hosting the 

religious aspects of this celebration and  to all the staff who, 
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as usual, have gone beyond the call of duty to ensure that 

facilities and arrangements are in good and perfect order.  

And I must not forget the FCT Police Command who added 

pomp by gracing the ceremonial parade by 

anotherspectacular performance. 

 

CONCLUSION  

In concluding, permit me to go back to where I started and 

reiterateagain that the Judiciary will remain a dependable ally 

in our march to greatness as a country. We are determined to 

do all that is necessary to ensure that the society remains one 

built on the rule of law and the protection of the fundamental 

rights and legitimate aspirations of all its members.  
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All that remains is for me to thank you all for your patience in 

listening to my rather long speech and to remind you that 

“human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable. Every 

step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, 

and struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of 

dedicated individuals (Martin Luther King Jnr).”  

May all our efforts be always driven by a clear purpose and 

determination to be better at all times and so, I wish to leave 

you with our collective will and resolution captured in our 

Sustainable Development Goals and hereby present that there 

will be no longer long adjournment periods, and we will 

ensure speedy disposal of cases where possible through the 

prompt delivery of bench rulings and judgments. Upon 

application, records of proceedings where required will be 

attended to with dispatch and bail conditions will be made 
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attainable.We will de-emphasize imprisonment and place 

emphasis on non-custodial sentences, Courts will sit 

promptlyand by our sound principles of liberalism, adopt any 

other steps that will enhance the credibility of the judicial 

system. 

It is also our desire to put in place a standard family court, 

side by side a Children and Young Persons Court. Already, we 

have acquired land for that and although a private discussion, 

I am glad to, announce that the Hon. Minister of the FCT, our 

Governor has promised to construct and donate to us the two 

courts. We are grateful.  

Towards the realization of the foregoing, we crave for the 

cooperation and understanding of all and sundry, believing 

that together we are not only members of the same family 

but ministers in the temple of justice. 
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I take this opportunity to welcome you to the 2017/2018 legal 

year while wishing all of you the very best of a fruitful and 

prosperous year ahead.  

 

 

 


