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GOODWILL MESSAGE DELIVERED BY HON. JUSTICE I.U. 

BELLO ACTING  CHIEF JUDGE OF THE FCT AT THE 

OCCASION OF THE LAUNCH OF NIGERIA BAR 

ASSOCIATION (NBA) STAMP FOR LAWYERS ON APRIL 

15TH 2015 

Mine is simply to add voice to the gale of congratulations that 

the Bar and its leadership has receivedfor this very innovative 

development which without a doubt will reposition legal 

practice in Nigeria to comply with internationally accepted 

best standards.  

If we do a flashback to where the profession is coming from, 

we will see that the scope of legal practice over time has 

expanded from mere civil and criminal representation to high 

level participation in negotiating contacts, trademarks, patent 

and copyrights in addition to dealing in other technical 

emerging fields such as power, telecoms, space technology to 

mention but a few. This phenomenalgrowth in the legal 

profession is mirrored in the financial growth of lawyers much 

so that some private lawyers are penciled as some of the 

highest earners in the private sector.It is this expansion in 
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both the number of lawyers and the quantity of workthat 

someunscrupulous persons have taken negative advantage 

of,to, engage in the practice of law even though they weren’t 

qualified to do so. Such individuals have been known todraft 

pleadings,deeds, letters, agreements, legal opinions etc. 

In this bid to eliminate this level of quackery from our 

profession I will join voice with the NBA to urge all lawyers 

and institutions which deal in legal documents to insist that 

henceforth all documents drafted by a lawyer for any purpose 

must bear this stamp which is today being launched. I am 

told that each stamp is specifically engraved with certain 

security features which will include the name and enrollment 

number of each lawyer and others making it impossible to 

duplicate. It is gratifying that from now on, we will be able to 

trace the origin of documents. Additional to eliminating 

charlatans from our midst, the use of these stamps will 

further ensure that lawyers abide by the Rules of Professional 

Conduct by not rendering services which they are statutorily 

prohibited from rendering.  
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As always, you have the assurances of the FCT judiciary that 

we will partner with the NBA as it has shown a wholesome 

desire to separate the wheat from the chaff.  Let me assure 

you of our full support and that the necessary directive shall 

issue to our registry and process staff to ensure that all 

pleadings and other documents presented for filing by 

lawyers must meet any requirement which the NBA shall fix 

and communicate to us subsequently. 

Beyond this, I will seize the opportunity this forum affords me 

to encourage the Bar and its leadership to do more to further 

continuing education among lawyers. This call stems from a 

declining standard we have sadly noticed in the quality of 

legal practice.All lawyers must be exposed to the dynamics of 

a global evolving legal landscape and the only way to keep up 

to date is to continuously update knowledge.  The NBA 

shouldencourage forums at whichparticipant not only learn 

from instructors but from one another.  Such forums 

equallyprovide opportunities for veteranlawyers to guide 

younger ones in choosing a career path in the wide horizon of 

the law.   
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Finally, on the note I began; let me once more offer my 

warmest and most sincere congratulations to the leadership 

of the Bar and all who have played one role or the other in 

making the launching and subsequent use of these stamps a 

reality. This day will be remembered as one of the finest 

moments of the Bar in Nigeria. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Hon. Justice I. U. Bello 
Ag. Chief Judge -FCT 


