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My Lords Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a great pleasure for me to welcome 

you all to the opening of the 2015/2016 Legal Year. Your esteemed 

presence is under no circumstances underestimated,as it reinforces your 

confidence, support and continuing interest in the welfare and performance 

of our judiciary and, on behalf of all of us in the judiciary of the FCT, I say 

we are eternally grateful.  

The opening of the legal year remains one of the most significant occasions 

in our calendar of events, as it affords me an important opportunity to 

provide an overview of our performance, successes as well as challenges 

and to give an update on our projects and plans in the coming legal year.  

But before that, thisoccasion for me is special. It is my first as Chief Judge 

of the FCT; having served 18 years as a judicial officer of this court.Being 

mymaiden Legal Year,it gives me a special opportunity to restate that I 
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intend to uphold the integrity of this office and to further the good works of 

all my predecessors.  I also commit to discharge my responsibilities 

asChief Judge to the utmost of my abilities. I appreciate that there are 

many challenges ahead in the light of the extant realities of our time but, 

with your cooperation, I shall strive to create an environment that is the 

envy of all.  

Before I go any further, it is said that no man is an island untohimself and 

when we achieve, we usually do so because others have helped. So, it is 

with a deep sense of appreciation that I thank all of you.What we have 

achieved in the past year would not have been possible without your help 

and support. Please accept my sincere appreciation for the outstanding 

contributions you have made to our success. Thank you so much for 

sharing your time and experiences with usduring the past year, even as we 

lookforward to a more beneficial interaction in this new legal year.  

It is appropriate that I specifically appreciate those we have had the honour 

of working closest with.May I record my appreciation to My Brothers, the 

other Heads of Court, Judges of the High Court, Khadisof the Sharia Court 
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of Appeal and Judges of the Customary Court of Appeal for all your efforts 

in building a spirit of mutual trust and respect in this judiciary. This has 

allowed for frank, constructive and respectful discussions amongst us.The 

brotherly legacy we have today is indeed something to treasure and build 

on. Further on, I want to thank you all for the magnificent work that you 

have done in the past legal year, as your case disposal rates would show 

shortly. The unique structure of our legal system is that the true strength of 

its integrity is first tried in the courts. Thesociety thereforedepends onyour 

excellence to see that cases are tried justly, and expeditiously. They 

depend also on your expertise in many different areas of the law. One day, 

you find yourselves afloat in the clouds when dealing with aviation cases 

only to consider a commercial dispute the next. Daily in your courts, your 

Lordships grapple with social and financial problems that are a prominent 

feature of family and criminal cases. The society constantly call on your 

experiences  , built up over many years in practice as  much as they call on 

you to equally ,manage cases in the public interest and to secure due 

process and justice for all litigants. It is for this and the many more 

sacrifices you make to ensure a smooth and orderedsociety that I say a 
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very big thank you. In this New Year, it is vital that we continue in this giant 

stride to even do more to justify the confidence society has reposed in us. 

Let me further assure you that we are committed to your wellbeing. As 

such, we shall continue to make your welfare part of the cornerstone of our 

endeavor.  

The next for special appreciation is the Bar.  I want to reiterate the 

commitment of the FCT Judiciary to continue supporting and working with 

the bar as a partner in driving each other’s mandate in a more cordial and 

mutually beneficial manner. The Bar as is the casein most jurisdictions, 

remains a key stakeholder of the Judiciary. It is therefore important that it 

continues to provide the necessary support in ensuring that our Judiciary 

develops into a distinct reputable institution. I thank the Bar and its 

leadership for our improved working relationship and as we move ahead, I 

look forward to a more progressive, productive and cordial engagement in 

the years to come. As part of our own commitment, I recently held my 

maiden Bar /Bench forum where we took the opportunity to discuss issues 

of mutual concern and what we can do as judges and lawyers to have a 
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better working relationship. This forum shall continue to be a very 

prominent feature of our relationship as the importance of discussions, 

negotiations and compromises are invaluable. 

The Legal Practitioners Privileges Committee this year was satisfied that 

some candidates who are members of this branch have demonstrated their 

suitability for appointment as Senior Advocates of Nigeria. They have thus 

joined the highest ranks of the profession and I have no doubt they will be 

mindful of the heavy responsibility that comes with thiselevation. They are: 

Mr. Patrick Okolo SAN, Mr. Maxwell Gidado SAN, Dr. TahirMaman SAN, 

Ibrahim Bawa SAN, SamuleZibiri SAN, OlumuyiwaAkinboro SAN, Gordy 

Uche SAN and Prof. Paul Idornigie SAN. I congratulate each of them and 

look forward to their continued demonstration of excellence.  

Finally, increase in the number of lawyers has also implied that we must 

rise towards ensuring that those engaged in the illegal practice of law are 

fished out. It was to address this challenge that the NBA stamp for lawyers 

was introduced and immediately, itreceived the approval of the judicial 

hierarchy. As laudable as the project is, I will encourage the Bar to do all 
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that is possible to shorten the time within which stamps are obtained after 

an application is made as we have received complaints of delays in 

production in some cases. That aside, the judiciary is all for any 

intervention that will instill discipline and eliminate quackery in our noble 

profession. Again, the Bar should strive to improve in the area of 

professional ethics and general standards of legal practice. We have 

witnessed a visible decline in the quality of advocacy and professionalism 

but it is nothing that cannot be remedied if the Bar is able to enforce 

mandatorycontinuing legal education for its members.  

Throughout the year, the operational requirements and initiatives of the 

Judiciary have been supported by both the Executive and Legislative arms 

of government.I must confess that our engagements with the Federal 

Capital Territory Administration, the Ministry of justice and the National 

Assembly have been cordial and fruitful and so, I spare no words to 

express our gratitude for this support. It is important to the administration of 

justice by our courts that we continue to enjoy this support in the coming 

year and beyond to the benefitof society.  
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The court system is often described to be like a pizza.  If the topping is 

excellent, it will be spoilt if the base is bad. I must say, we have a relatively 

good base in our Magistrate Courts. Though your returns are not quite as 

impressive, that could however be explained looking at the teething 

problems experienced because of the transition to the new regime of the 

Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015. I have no doubt that things will 

improve. It is good to note that,there has been a considerable reduction in 

the number of petitions and that is a good sign that we are beginning to get 

it right. I must express the same appreciations to the Area Court and the 

Customary Court Judges for the efforts put in during the past year. 

Also deserving of strong commendation is the management team my 

brother Heads of Court and I have worked with in past year. Our Chief 

Registrars have made our work easy and your loyalty has not gone 

unnoticed.  Finally to all the staff of this judiciary; please accept my heartfelt 

appreciationfor your patience and dedication to duty.  

Today we stand at the cusp of history and it is an opportune moment for us 

to look back on our activities over the last one year and also to look ahead 
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to the next chapter. The story thus far reflects the image of the personal 

journeys of so many of us who have come a long way from humble 

beginnings. From an initial preoccupation with meeting the basic needs of a 

small growing Federal Capital, the FCT judiciary today provides a stable 

basis for justice to be done, and to be seen to be done.  Indeed, our courts 

havebecome a leadingcenter for the redress of the wronged and the 

prosecution of those who run afoulof the law. But we cannot afford to rest 

on our laurels. Borrowing from the great American legal scholar, Roscoe 

Pound, though the law must be stable, it cannot stand still and as we forge 

ahead, our paramount guiding principle is that our core mission is to serve 

our people by guaranteeing the rule of law.  Once more therefore, as a 

judiciary we commit that justice shall be dispensed to all. I am bold to say 

that the administration of justice by this court is not, nor can it be, 

influenced in any way by factors outside the law. As a judiciary, we commit 

that our officers shall apply only the law as the constitution dictates. As we 

know, the rule of law is the foundation of any society. As such, we shall 

continue to do all that is necessary to meet that urge so that we can have a 
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society that is safe, peaceful and guarantees respect to all. This will 

continue to be our priority.   

In this aspiration, it is apposite to point out that all the stakeholder 

institutions in the justice sector must play their part.The work of the court is 

made difficult where the prosecuting agencies are shoddy in their 

investigation, just as the efforts of those agencies will hit the rocks if the 

prison service is unable to bring inmates to court. It is to develop and 

maintain the needed cohesion that we are already addressing some of our 

collective challenges at the level of the administration of justice committee 

but, I am compelled to call for the increased funding of the court and other 

stakeholders in the justice system such as the Police, Ministry of Justice, 

the Nigeria Prison service etc so as to strengthen their capacity to 

successfully execute their respective yet common mandates. These 

institutions play a critical role and we are greatly indebted to them for the 

cooperation, support and contribution they have and continue to extend to 

us. Further to this call, it is gratifying to welcome the passage of the 

Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015(ACJA). The ACJA (2015) is the 
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product of years ofstruggle to improve upon the administration of criminal 

justice and to bring the rules and procedures of trials in Nigeria in line with 

global best practices and the needs of the 21st century. The Act was finally 

passed by the National Assembly and assented to by the immediate past 

president. The main objectives of the ACJA, as found in Section 1, are to 

promote efficient management of criminal justice institutions, provide 

speedy dispensation of justice, and protect the society from crime, while 

defending the rights and the interest of the defendant and the victim. These 

indicate a deliberate shift from punishment as the main goal of criminal 

justice to restorative justice, which pays attention to the needs of the 

society, the victims, vulnerable persons and human dignity. To fully enjoy 

the benefits of these objectives, all hands must be on deck, with various 

stakeholder institutions playing their various roles. Secondly, to fully enjoy 

the fruits of the ACJA 2015, government must as a matter of urgency make 

provisions for the necessary infrastructure that will assist in the realization 

of the core objectives. The provision of forensic laboratories for instance, is 

a sine qua non to the success of the Act’s implementation and urgent 

machineries should be put in place to meet this end. Also, Police stations 



11 | P a g e  

 

must be equipped to deal with the requirements of extracting electronic 

evidence as well as the continuous training of its officers and men. The 

challenge ahead if we are to get maximum benefit from the Act is great but 

if frontally confronted with determination and commitment, we shall 

overcome.   

2014201420142014/2015 IN REVIEW 2015/2016 IN FOCUS/2015 IN REVIEW 2015/2016 IN FOCUS/2015 IN REVIEW 2015/2016 IN FOCUS/2015 IN REVIEW 2015/2016 IN FOCUS    

Please allow me to share with you some of the highlights that further 

punctuated 2014/2015 legal year and our focus in the year ahead. The year 

was yet another interesting and eventful one, and as usual, it testedour 

strength, integrity and endurance. I am happy to report that we have 

achieved the commissioning of the Bwariand Gwagwalada  Judicial 

Divisions and they are both now in operation. The idea is to bringjustice 

closer to the people who need it most. These ones can now view justice as 

a present reality as against an abstract concept that rules society. Subject 

to the availability of funds, during the course of this year, we intend to open 

up more justice channels. Not unmindful of the challenge faced by our 

brothers and sisters in the Nyanya axis occasioned by the heavy traffic and 
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difficulty in accessing the city center, we shall commence from there by 

opening another judicial division.  

We have been extensively engaged in the deployment of ICT tomake our 

work more fluent and efficient. The ICT department in working closely with 

the probate registry has successfully implemented digital solutions for the 

department. This has placed the registry on a more advanced platform that 

has improved speed and efficiency in the filing process. Such advancement 

will hopefully be extended to other areas of the court’s work within the New 

Year and as a priority, we will concentrate on the E-filing and the E-Library 

project to ensure that they become fully operational.  

We live in a constantly changing world which requirescontinuing education 

and training  for workers to stay current with the latest developments, skills, 

and new technologies required for their fields. Further, appreciating that 

certain professions within our fold require continuing education to comply 

with laws and remain licensed or certified, we  madetraining and staff 

development a priority. Within the period under review and within the limits 

of our resources, we were able to send 22 of our Judges on an externship 
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programme to Oslo, Norway. Very recently, the management team of the 

High court was in India for another course on practical problem solving and 

decision making in court administration as well as a working visit to the 

courts in India. Also within the year, we were able to have 12 staff of the 

middle level management cadre attend a course for administrative / 

financeofficers on capacity building inAccra Ghana. Another, 20 officers 

comprising of Legal Assistants and Magistrates were in Accra for a 

courseon improving legal research through law information management 

systems. Some agencies have collaborated with us in training and this is a 

good moment to express our appreciation to the NigerianInstitute for 

Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) and the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime(UNODC). It was to their credit that we had all our judges and 

over half of our Magistrates attend an extensive workshop on the ACJA 

2015. That workshop covered various aspects of the Act and the impact is 

already being felt. In the month of October the UNODC again extended 

their magnanimity by providing the necessary facilitation for 5 of our staff to 

attend various courses in Advanced Human ResourceManagement, 

Financial Accounting andOffice Documents Security at the prestigious 
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Administrative Staff College of Nigeria (ASCON). We are indeed grateful 

for these interventions and hope that other institutions with the enablement 

will emulate the UNODC and come to our assistance to meet our training 

needs.    

With dwindling resources, it has been challenging times for us in the 

judiciary as the execution of capital projects have almost come to ahalt. We 

were therefore forced to cut our coat according to our cloth by carrying out 

extensive renovation works at the High Court building at Apo, Zone 2, 

Kubwa, Gwagwalada as well as theMagistrate Court buildings at Zone2, 

kwali and kubwa. Recall that earlier in the year, our probate registry was 

gutted by fire. We have commissioned the extensive renovation of the 

affectedarea and work on that has reached an advanced stage. 

The Sharia Court of Appeal in expanding its facilities completed  and 

commissioned the construction of 2 Grade 1 Area Courts at Uhsafa and 

Orozo and 1 Upper Area Court in Kwali. It has also been able to construct 

befitting official residences at Asokoro and Gwarinpa for the GrandKhadi 

and Khadis respectively. 
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We did all this this mindfulthat, a poor working environment slows down 

productivity, and create a negative picture of the institution. I will therefore 

urge all court users to endure with us where our facilities are not top grade. 

But be assured that we will strive to provide a convenient environment for 

our staff and substantial comfortfor those of you who come here to transact 

business. 

I had earlier spoken on the e-library project. Further in that regard, the 

equipment of a Library within the Jabi Court Complex has reached an 

advanced stage which hopefully will be completed in the new legal year.  

Return of casesReturn of casesReturn of casesReturn of cases    

Permit me now to address the practical output of our courts in the out gone 

year.  

HIGH COURTHIGH COURTHIGH COURTHIGH COURT    

                        

 Cases 

Filed 

Cases 

Brought 

Total Cases 

Disposed 

Cases 

Pending 
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2014/2015 Forward 

2013/2014 

High 

Court 

8,260 11,606 19,866 14,969 4,897 

Magistrate 

Court 

22,195   5,756 16,439 

AMDC 83 24 107 54 53 

      

 

 

SHARIA COURT OF APPEALSHARIA COURT OF APPEALSHARIA COURT OF APPEALSHARIA COURT OF APPEAL    
Sharia Court of Sharia Court of Sharia Court of Sharia Court of 
AppealAppealAppealAppeal    

Cases ReceivedCases ReceivedCases ReceivedCases Received    Cases DisposedCases DisposedCases DisposedCases Disposed    Cases PendingCases PendingCases PendingCases Pending    

    37 26 11 

Area CourtsArea CourtsArea CourtsArea Courts    9071 3931 5140 

       

 

The overall caseload in High Court 2014/2015 was 19,866cases out of 

which 11,606 were a carryover from the previous year leaving us with a 
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total of 8,260 actually filed in the course of the year. On disposal 

rates,14,969 cases were disposed leaving a balance of 4,897. This 

represents 76 percent of the cases filed. This is highly commendable. I 

thank my Brothers Judgesfor this industry. If this was an exam you just 

made an “A”. The court users remain eternally grateful. I do not want to 

sound like a wicked taskmaster so I won’t ask my brothers to do more, but, 

there is room for improvement and a 100% disposal rate is attainable if we 

strive to hit that mark. 

The Sharia Court of Appeal recorded 37 cases in all. Of this, 26 were 

disposed and with 11now pending. Having attained a disposal rate of about 

70% I can assertively say that your lordships have equally done well in the 

course of the year. I have no reason not to score you an “A”; 

congratulations for that. 

In the magistracy, 5,756cases were disposed out of 22,195 this represents 

roughly a 25% disposal rate. This disposal rate as I have noted is 

attributable to the challenges with the transition to the ACJA 2015. 

Hopefully, as you get a hang of the law and with the recent appointment 

and posting of 20 Magistrates, the returns will improve. Let me hasten to 
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add though, that you hold a strategic position in this chain and a chain is 

only as strong as its weakest link. I urge you to brace up in this New Year.  

This will also apply to the Area Courts which disposed less than half of their 

cases. 

I am particularly not too happy that the Abuja Multi-Door Courthouse is 

highly underutilized. Within the 2014/15 legal year only 67 walk-in cases 

and 16 court referred cases were recorded. ADR is increasingly gaining 

momentum as a preferred means of resolving disputes worldwide. I see no 

reason why our jurisdiction should be different when the advantages have 

been universally recognized as reduced cost, better efficiency, utmost 

confidentiality, faster case disposal rates etc. I implore my brother judges, 

lawyers and court users generally to consider the use of ADR at the AMDC 

more frequently in the coming year. 

Further on disposal rates, in total this year, the execution department has 

paid out a total of N795,299,812:49k as at the end of the 2nd quarter of the 

year leaving abalance of N540,822,283:63k. This was achieved after 

carrying out execution on 147 files out of 195 received from the high court 



19 | P a g e  

 

and 140 out of 579 from the magistrate court leaving a total of 48 and 439 

respectively. 

The painful menace of delay in the administration of justice stemming from 

rampant adjournments and stagnation in the development of cases has led 

to the frustration of many litigants. We intend to reinforce the effect of case 

management techniques in our courts and the revision of our rules is 

ongoing. In the revised rules, we intend to dispense with procedures that 

rely on undue technicalities by adopting the attainment of justice as its 

ultimate goal. In doing this, we will substantially alter those procedural 

steps in civil proceedings that contribute to the perennial challengeof  delay 

and expense. Some far reaching measures have been introduced in the 

proposed rules and we hope its strict implementation would shorten the life 

span of hearings. Hopefully the new rules will come into play within the 

course of the new legal year.  In the meantime I will call on all of us to 

commit to focus our work in the court on the elimination of unnecessary 

and unwarranted delays.  We hope to achieve this dream banking on the 

cooperation of the Bar who, we urge to avoid unnecessary applications for 

adjournments, forum shopping and frivolities.   
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CONCLUSIONCONCLUSIONCONCLUSIONCONCLUSION    

As we strive as a judiciary to contribute our own quota to national 

development , I give you the assurance that we shall leave no stone 

unturned in the new year to ensure that we increase our overall 

productivity. The Judiciary must take the lead in the effortto grow this nation 

and set Nigeria on the path of greatness again. What our forbearers 

bequeathed to us was an institution which had respect for its competence 

and commitment to principles of justice and equality.Our mandate therefore 

is to continue on that note or better still, surpass their achievements. This 

we can do one stepat a time. As I strove to capture the theme for the 

coming year, I was helped by these thoughts from Robert F. Kennedy; 

please permit me to encourage you with it… “Few will have the greatness 

to bend history itself, but each of us can work to change a small portion of 

events… It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that 

human history is shaped. Each time a man stands for an ideal, or acts to 

improve the life of others or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a 

tiny ripple of hope… Those ripples build a current that can sweep down the 
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mightiest of walls of oppression and resistance.” With these words let me 

once again thank you all for gracing this occasion. I look forward to your 

continuing support in making our cause even more meaningful during the 

course of the 2015/2016 legal year. I thank all Government Departments 

and agencies for the support they have extended to us and we look forward 

to improved collaboration. Let me also express my unreserved gratitude to 

the Commissioner of Police, his team, especially the band,and other 

partner institutions for their remarkable contributions in making the hosting 

of this ceremony a success. Lastly I wish all members of the Bench, Bar 

and everyone who has an affinity with the law at large a successful and 

productive 2015/2016 legal Year. Thank you very much for your attention.    

 

 

 


